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Hiiter collected fifty-four cases in which the common carotid 
was tied for trigeminal neuralgia. Of these, three died—five per 
cent. The operation was done after all other treatment, medical 
and surgical, had failed. Prof. John Wyeth has tabulated fourteen 
cases (including the first of Hutchinson’s cases, which are classed 
among the cured, but the disease returned since the publication 
of his paper, and three years and eight months after the artery was 
tied). Gross has added one case, and Hutchinson one—in all,, 
sixteen cases. Of these, one died ; fifteen recovered. Of these 
last, two were total failures, eight were cured, six temporarily re¬ 
lieved—one for two years, one for three years and eight months, 
one for four years, one for eight months, one for eleven months,, 
one for a short period. 


The Excision of a Tumor from the Brain ( Lancet , Dec. 20, 
1884).—The first attempt to remove a tumor from the the brain has 
been made by Mr. Rickman J. Godlee by the advice of Dr.. 
Hughes Bennett, and has awakened considerable interest. 

The case was that of a young man twenty-five years old. The 
symptoms were slight twitchings in the left side of the face and 
tongue, which gradually increased in severity till they culminated 
in general convulsions and loss of consciousness. Later, spasmodic 
twitchings followed by paralysis of arm and hand, that of fingers 
and wrist being complete. Also twitchings and weakness of left 
leg. Comparative immobility of left side of face. Double neuritis. 
Also paroxyms of severe lancinating pain in the head and uncon¬ 
trollable vomiting. Dr. Bennett concluded that, First : There was 
a tumor of the brain. Second : It involved the cortical substance. 
Third: It was of limited size, as it destroyed the centres for the 
hand, and only caused irritation of the neighboring centres ; and 
fourth, it was situated in the region of the upper third of the fis¬ 
sure of Rolando. As the patient’s sufferings were intolerable, Dr. 
Bennett advised operation. When, however, the brain was ex¬ 
posed, no tumor was visible, though the ascending frontal convo¬ 
lution seemed to be somewhat distended. An incision was then 
made into the gray matter in the direction of the blood-vessels, 
and one quarter of an inch below the surface a hard glioma, about 
the size of a walnut, was found and easily removed, hemorrhage 
being arrested by means of the galvano-cautery. After the opera¬ 
tion the patient’s condition remained satisfactory for awhile. The 
pains, vomiting, and convulsions disappeared, and the general 
condition remained good. A hernia of the brain afterwards, how¬ 
ever, developed, cerebritis set in, and the patient died. 


Piscidia, a New Hypnotic. —Piscidia is contained in the 
rind of the root of Piscidia erythrina, a luguminous tree of the 
Antilles. The name piscidia, i. e., fish-killer, is derived from the 
power of a decoction of the root-bark to stun fish, as was well known 
to the inhabitants of the islands. Leifert made a series of interest- 
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ing experiments with the dry alcoholic extract, as prepared by 
Merk. In doses of three sixths of a grain, L. states, the extract was 
valuable in the violent coughs of phthisis, without causing any 
bad symptoms. Given to a healthy person the drug produced 
profound sleep, slight heaviness in the head in the morning, slight 
enlargement of the pupil, but no effect on pulse, temperature or 
diuresis. Fronmiiller has made 103 experiments with the drug 
altogether, using different preparations. The patients fell asleep 
within one half to two thirds of an hour after taking the dry 
alcoholic extract, and had no after-effects. In five cases the drug 
proved useless. Compared with opium piscidia is inferior to it 
in narcotic power, but the piscidia-narcosis is milder and less 
dangerous, does not constipate, produces no itching, and has no 
influence on pulse, secretion of the urine or sweat. Piscidia acts 
also as an anaesthetic .—Therapeutic Gaz., Feb. 16, 1885. 


Facial Neuralgia Treated by Nerve Vibration ( Prac¬ 
titioner , Nov., 1884).—Dr. William H. Neale reports an obstinate 
case of neuralgia cured by this method. Since December, 1878, 
the date of the first attack, the patient had suffered every year 
from repeated attacks of facial neuralgia, lasting many days at a 
time. The attack under consideration returned January, 1884. 
The pain began in the right side of the head, spreading to right 
eye and down the cheek. From January to June there had hardly 
been twenty-four hours free from pain. Every time the patient 
attempted to eat or drink he received a sharp twinge, and for many 
hours every day his life was a burden to him. Drugs had been 
tried for four months without effect. On June 7th, Dr. N. decided 
to try nerve vibration. The percuteur was applied nearly every 
day, dispelling the pain each time after a few moments’ percussion, 
though there was more or less return after a number of hours. At 
the end of eighteen days the pain and tenderness disappeared for 
good. On Oct. 24th the patient still continued well. The relief 
obtained by percussion was immediate each time, though the effect 
for a minute or two at first was apt to be to intensify the pain. 
Continued percussion then dispelled the pain. 


Osmic Acid in Neuralgia. —Dr. D. Mohr reports a case of 
rheumatic sciatica cured by two injections of a Pravatz syringe¬ 
ful of a one-per-cent, solution of osmic acid in the neighborhood 
of the sciatic notch ( Wien. med. Wochensch .). Prof. Leichten- 
stern has treated seventeen, cases of obstinate neuralgia by this 
method. The results were considered favorable, as repeated tem¬ 
porary improvements were obtained, while in some cases cures 
were effected. No improvement was obtained in a case of' pseudo¬ 
neuralgia due to cancer of the spinal column, in neurasthenic 
neuralgia, and in old chronic sciatica. In the majority of cases 
L. observed severe pain following immediately after the injection, 
and frequently a peculiar form of necrosis and inflammation of the 



